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Appendix C: State of the River Ring

Great Rivers Greenway has 
numerous accomplishments 
that illustrate substantial 
progress toward fulfilling its 
mission to build the River Ring 
and create a clean, green and 
connected region.  To varying 
degrees, these achievements 
follow the principles and 
recommendations contained 
in the 2004 Regional Plan.  
This “State of the River Ring” 
summary outlines some of the 
different ways the District has 
made progress over the course 
of its first decade:

PART C1 - 2004 REGIONAL 
PLAN PROGRESS.  
Summary of the District’s 
progress following the 
recommendations of the 2004 
Citizen-Driven Regional Plan: 
Building the River Ring.

PART C2 - MEASURING 
ACHIEVEMENT.  Opportunities 
for creating a quantifiable 
system of measuring greenway 
impacts.

PART C3 - GREENWAY 
PROFILES.   Comparison of 
accomplishments completed 
on the River Ring’s 17 current 
active greenways.

PART C4 - CATALOGUE OF 
BUILT PRECEDENTS.  Sample 
details, amenities and facilities 
currently installed throughout 
the River Ring (previously 
compiled by Great Rivers 
Greenway).
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C1. 2004 Regional Plan Progress

The 2004 Citizen-Driven 
Regional Plan was developed 
to provide guidance for 
Great Rivers Greenway in 
the District’s first decade 
of operation.  The Plan’s 
extensive public input was a 
continuation of the grassroots 
campaign from the mid-1990s 
which established a basis for 
the District’s goals and Plan’s 
recommendations.  Reflecting 
the initial priorities of the 
District, the Plan emphasized 
projects to build the River 
Ring and supporting facilities.

A NEW SENSE OF PLACE.  
Today, seven years after 
the Great Rivers Greenway 
Board of Directors formally 
adopted the Citizen-Driven 
Regional Plan, the success of 
its various recommendations is 
evident.  Through the Regional 
Plan Update Process, citizen 
feedback provided through 
the various engagement teams 
overwhelmingly confirmed 
that developing interconnected 
greenways, parks and trails 
has successfully created “a 
new sense of place and source 

of pride – The Great Rivers 
Greenway District.”  The 
challenge moving forward is 
to promote and sustain this 
new and expanding community 
asset.

PURPOSE OF THE PLAN.  
The original Regional Plan 
was also conceived of as a 
working document that would 
provide the District a long term 
framework to implement goals, 
opportunities and strategies 
over several decades.  As a 
working document, the Plan 
also specified review and 
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2004 Regional Plan 
Development of 
the River Ring

The development of The River Ring includes 
numerous greenway and trail corridors throughout 
the Great Rivers Greenway region. The River Ring 
itself consists of two key components: 

1. Greenways of various scales

2. Confluences of various sizes  

Greenways. Greenways are linear open spaces that 
serve a variety of purposes. They are a way to link 
natural, cultural and community assets to each other.

Confluences. The confluences, which denote the 
location where two greenways meet, will provide 
opportunities for newly developed facilities.

update every five years in 
order to calibrate the District’s 
priorities according to 
changing conditions, as well as 
to continually provide a forum 
for the community to voice its 
opinion on the development of 
the River Ring.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
RIVER RING.  Great Rivers 
Greenway has made substantial 
progress developing segments 
of 17 different greenways 
throughout the three-county 
district.  However, the concept 
of celebrating confluences has 
not yet been widely realized.  
Since completing greenway 
loops and connecting various 
greenways together is a 
priority of this Regional 
Plan Update, there appear 
to be growing opportunities 
to implement confluence 
trailheads in upcoming years.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
RIVER RING.  Adhering to 
Great Rivers Greenway’s 
tradition and commitment 
to public engagement, the 
original Regional Plan 
specified that the District 
“continue educating the 

community about the 
benefits of greenways, 
parks and trails, and forge 
partnerships to collaboratively 
develop The River Ring.”  
District staff members have 
effectively incorporated 
public participation into each 
greenway master plan.  

Typically, public engagement 
activities have focused on 
greenway benefits and the 
positive impacts greenways 
have on local communities.  
Although this communication 
has not generated widespread 
understanding of the River 
Ring or greenway benefits, 
there is strong evidence that 
communication has been 
successful at the local level 
among greenway users and 
participants in public events. 

NEXT STEPS.  The final section 
of the original Regional Plan 
contained five short-term 
action items for Great Rivers 
Greenway to focus on.  The 
following pages summarize 
the District’s progress toward 
implementing these action 
items as well as their impact on 
the Regional Plan Update.
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2004 Regional Plan 
Next Steps

1. Current Great Rivers 
Greenway Projects

Continue current projects in collaboration with 
regional partners to implement The River Ring.  

Great Rivers Greenway recognizes that many 
municipalities, public agencies and nonprofit 
organizations in the St. Louis region have been 
active in greenway, park and trail planning and 
implementation for more than 30 years.

Since Great Rivers Greenway began collecting 
revenue in April 2001, it has become an active 
partner in many of these efforts, helping to 
implement them, acquiring property for open space 
preservation or initiating new plans. Participation in 
such efforts, along with ongoing citizen involvement 
and coordination with municipalities, public agencies, 
stakeholders and nonprofit organizations, enables 
Great Rivers Greenway to build strong alliances, 
pursue common goals and proceed with projects 
that will contribute to its overall vision.

Evaluation

Great Rivers Greenway has 
collaborated with well over 
100 partner organizations 
to continue building River 
Ring projects.  As of the end 
of 2010, the District had 
compiled an impressive list of 
accomplishments benefitting 
the St. Louis region.  These 
accomplishments include: 

n 1487 acres of land 
preserved

n 90 miles of off-street trails
n 79 miles of on-street 

bikeways
n 17 miles of trails currently 

under construction
n 63 miles of trails in various 

stages of planning, design 
and engineering

The District has been 
diligent in its ongoing citizen 
involvement and coordination 
with municipalities, agencies, 
non-profits and other 
stakeholders.  By focusing 
consistently on meaningful 
engagement, Great Rivers 
Greenway has built a strong 
reputation for respecting the 
interests of residents and other 
public and private parties in its 
effort to pursue the goals and 
vision of the River Ring.

When opening new trail 
segments and greenway 
projects, Great Rivers 
Greenway hosts official 
ribbon-cutting events to 
demonstrate successful 
completion of projects, 
acknowledge the partners 
who made contributions to the 
project, and include members 
of the local community who 
will become greenway users, 
stewards and advocates.  

Recommendations

Great Rivers Greenway should 
continue its successful tradition 
of collaborating with regional 
partners to implement River 
Ring projects.  By identifying 
common goals with a diverse 
and growing network of 
individuals and organizations, 
the District will expand its 
base of partners who can 
potentially contribute to the 
River Ring’s implementation.  
With the Plan Update’s 
expanded priorities (building, 
promoting and sustaining the 
River Ring) the need to forge 
strong alliances is as necessary 
as ever—and will help ensure 
that the District’s resources are 
optimized.  
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2004 Regional Plan 
Next Steps

2. Greenway, Park and 
Trail Plans

Prepare detailed plans for greenway planning 
areas. 

Great Rivers Greenway will increase its public 
outreach and begin work on plans in at least three 
greenway planning areas. The plans will propose local 
connections and completion of unfinished segments 
of major, regional, or local greenway systems to feed 
into The River Ring.

Evaluation

At the time the Citizen-Driven 
Regional Plan was adopted in 
2004, the District was actively 
working on projects in nine 
different greenway corridors, 
geographically distributed 
across the three-county area:  

n Confluence Greenway
n Centennial Greenway
n Chouteau Greenway
n Dardenne Greenway
n Gravois Creek Greenway
n Missouri River Greenway
n Meramec Greenway
n River des Peres Greenway
n St. Vincent Greenway

Today the number of greenway 
corridors that are currently 
being planned and developed 
has almost doubled, to 17 
“active greenways” and now 
also include the following: 

n Boschert Greenway
n Busch Greenway
n Deer Creek Greenway
n Maline Greenway
n Mississippi River 

Greenway
n Shady Creek Greenway
n Sunset Greenway
n Western Greenway

Furthermore, the District has 
led or participated in numerous 
collaborative planning and 
implementation efforts, 
including Bike St. Louis, the 
Regional Bicycle Master Plan, 
various park master plans, the 
City-Arch-River International 

Design Competition, and 
ongoing coordination with 
the Metro East Park and 
Recreation District to establish 
bi-state trail connections.

The pace at which Great 
Rivers Greenway has been 
able to implement projects 
has been astonishing, 
further demonstrating to the 
community how effective the 
District has been at utilizing 
scarce resources, creating 
synergies through partnerships, 
and capitalizing on timely 
opportunities

Recommendations

The staff and Board of 
Great Rivers Greenway 
have demonstrated their 
effectiveness and capacity 
for implementing projects in 
the current active greenway 
corridors.  These greenways 
feature a variety of conditions 
(such as urban routes and 
conservation areas) and are 
equitably distributed across 
the region to provide access 
for residents across the region.  
In order to meet additional 
District goals and increase 
use on these corridors it is 
necessary to complete existing 
projects, fill in gaps between 
existing trail segments, and 
to link existing greenways 
together before commencing 
work an any addition greenway 
corridors.  
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2004 Regional Plan 
Next Steps

3. Great Rivers Greenway 
Educational Convention

Establish a task force and host the first 
convention. 

On an annual basis, Great Rivers Greenway will 
organize an educational convention that includes 
regional leaders representing community, business, 
recreational and open space interests. The 
convention serves as the regional forum for the 
development of The River Ring.

Evaluation

Despite Great Rivers 
Greenway’s overall success 
and commitment to meaningful 
public engagement, the District 
has not organized annual 
open space conventions to 
be the regional forum for 
developing the River Ring.  
While there would appear to 
be great benefits associated 
with the proposed annual 
educational conventions, 
the District’s leadership, 
sponsorship and participation 
in other community events 
has provided other venues to 
exchange ideas, communicate 
regional priorities and build 
successful partnerships.

Recommendations

If Great Rivers Greenway is 
able to achieve the intended 
outcomes of the proposed 
annual educational convention 
through other means, while 
conserving District staff 
and financial resources, it is 
advisable to seek opportunities 
with organizations with aligned 
missions and that strengthen 
District partnerships.

Recent initiatives, such 
as East-West Gateway’s 
Renewing the Region 
initiative, Metro’s Moving 
Transit Forward long-range 
transportation plan, and 
Metropolitan Sewer District’s 

Stormwater Management 
Plan share common goals 
with Great Rivers Greenway 
and offer opportunities for 
implementation partnerships 
to pool resources for greater 
overall impact.  

Similarly, organizations 
such as Focus St. Louis, 
Confluence Greenway, Trailnet 
and Citizens for Modern 
Transit offer opportunities 
to co-sponsor local events, 
collaborate on projects, 
and participate in outreach 
activities or educational 
campaigns.  By seeking these 
types of partners Great Rivers 
Greenway can accomplish 
many of the outcomes 
that would have otherwise 
been principal goals of the 
proposed annual educational 
conventions.

Finally, as one of the 
consortium partners for 
the St. Louis Sustainable 
Communities planning effort, 
Great Rivers Greenway is 
playing a central leadership 
role in advocating for the 
social, environmental and 
economic benefits that 
greenways provide.  This 
process, administered through 
a $4.6 million Housing and 
Urban Development grant, will 
be conducted through the end 
of 2014.  
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2004 Regional Plan 
Next Steps

4. Communications 
Strategy

Intensify communications efforts. 

Great Rivers Greenway will implement an extensive 
communications strategy, including outreach efforts 
to inform the region about Great Rivers Greenway’s 
activities and solicit volunteers and assistance in the 
implementation of The River Ring.

Evaluation

Great Rivers Greenway 
has had targeted success in 
communicating its mission, 
goals and facilities to the St. 
Louis community.  When the 
District changed its name 
from Metropolitan Park and 
Recreation District (MPRD) to 
Great Rivers Greenway, it took 
an unconventional approach to 
branding itself as an innovative 
and progressive public agency.  
This initial strategy prioritized 
implementation of greenways, 
parks and trails ahead of 
marketing the overall District.  
As a result, the River Ring and 
Great Rivers Greenway are 
not widely known across the 
region.  

However, among people who 
do know about Great Rivers 
Greenway, the District and the 
River Ring are highly valued 
as important community assets.  
Still other people around the 
region are familiar with—and 
occasional user of—various 
greenways but are not aware of 
the District or that individual 
greenways, parks and trails are 
part of a much bigger River 
Ring system.

Recent effort by Great Rivers 
Greenway to communicate to 
a broader St. Louis audience, 
through PBS public service 
announcements, environmental 
graphics on the Grant’s Trail 

bridge over I-44 in Kirkwood 
and sponsorship of various 
community events has 
increased knowledge of the 
District and interest in the 
River Ring.

Recommendations

Paralleling the Regional 
Plan Update in the spring of 
2010, Great Rivers Greenway 
initiated an internal messaging 
review among its staff, Board 
and selected consultants.  The 
purpose of this exercise was 
to clarify the District’s brand 
and establish a more consistent 
message for communicating 
the purpose and goals of the 
River Ring:

PURPOSE.  To make St. Louis 
a better place to live.

GOALS.  Connect communities 
and neighborhoods, preserve 
and connect people to nature, 
improve economic vitality, 
provide transportation choices, 
and promote good health.

Furthermore, as the District 
transitions into its second 
decade of operation it has 
expanded its priorities to 
include “promotion” as an 
important component of most 
District initiatives.  This 
revised message has been 
carefully incorporated into 
the Regional Plan Update and 
form the basis for the Plan’s 
implementation strategies.  
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2004 Regional Plan 
Next Steps

5. Benchmarks of Success

Start measuring effectiveness of Great Rivers 
Greenway’s work. 

The development of The River Ring is a long-
term effort. To ensure citizens and partners view 
Great Rivers Greenway as an effective, pro-active 
organization, it will work to measure its progress and 
share its success with all constituents.

Evaluation

One of the biggest challenges 
to measuring progress is 
establishing a definition of 
success and determining 
the quantifiable factors 
that contribute to success.  
Although the community 
has consistently confirmed 
priorities to achieve social, 
environmental and economic 
benefits through greenway 
development, those categories 
are highly complex and 
inherently difficult or 
impractical to measure.

Great Rivers Greenway 
recognizes the challenges 
associated with measuring 
complex systems.  But the 
District has made progress 
taking baseline measurements 
of various conditions through 
GIS as well as demographic 
analyses of trail users.  
These baseline measures 
will be useful in the future 
to determine changes in 
conditions and behaviors 

following years of greenway 
development.

Recommendations

Due to the potentially large 
commitment of resources that 
may be necessary to conduct 
widespread measurements of 
greenway impacts, the District 
has the opportunity to select 
several measurable conditions 
to represent impacts on the 
broader social, environmental 
and economic categories.  
Partner organizations, such 
as the Applied Research 
Collaborative (ARC), summer 
internships and support 
from non-profit groups or 
foundations could facilitate 
the collection, analysis and 
conclusions of measurable data 
to determine the River Ring’s 
impact on the St. Louis region.

The following section lists 
many of the available GIS data 
sources that could be utilized 
to establish benchmarks and 
measurements.  
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C2. Measuring Achievement

Since the completion of the 
original Building the River 
Ring Plan, Great Rivers Gre-
enway has sought to apply 
metrics to its achievements 
in the River Ring.  This is 
important to demonstrate to St. 
Louis area taxpayers the great 
value the District is providing 
and to build support for future 
endeavors. 

Academic researchers from 
Saint Louis University, Univer-
sity of Missouri-St. Louis and 
Southern Illinois University-
Edwardsville participated on 

the planning process, repre-
senting the Applied Research 
Collaborative.  Their rec-
ommendations for measur-
ing achievement included a 
challenge that data needs to 
be carefully analyzed in order 
to determine direct cause and 
effect relationships as opposed 
to incidental or coincidental 
changes.

Furthermore, many of the 
conditions that are likely to 
be impacted by greenway 
investment will change gradu-
ally over multi-year periods, 

perhaps decades.  Therefore, 
this being the early stages of 
development for most green-
ways in the River Ring, one 
of the most valuable exer-
cises to conduct (for long-term 
analysis) is to begin, or to 
continue, collecting relevant 
baseline data.  This will enable 
future analysis to accurately 
determine the correct start-
ing point for changes that are 
many years in the future.  With 
GIS as a measurement tool, the 
following pages list available 
data and criteria that could be 
measured. 
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Historic Aerials STL Co Planning x x x

Current NAIP aerials (2‐ft res) MSDIS x x x x x x x

Above Ground Storage Tanks regulated by the 

Missouri Dept. of Agriculture  MSDIS
x x x x

Air Pollution Levels Nonattainment  MSDIS x x x x x

Air Quality Monitoring Sites  MSDIS x x x x x

Ecological Land Types  MSDIS x x x x

Ecological Section  MSDIS x x x x

Federal Facilities Section sites  MSDIS x x x x

Geologic Data  MSDIS x x x x

Alluvium  MSDIS x x x x

Bedrock  MSDIS x x x x

Cave Density  MSDIS x x x x

Dye Tracing  MSDIS x x x x

Fault Zones  MSDIS x x x x

General  MSDIS x x x x

Mines, Occurrences & Prospects  MSDIS x x x x

Overburden Thickness  MSDIS x x x x

Structures  MSDIS x x x x

Quaternary  MSDIS x x x x

Sinkholes updated 03/2009  MSDIS x x x x

Sinkhole Areas updated 03/2009  MSDIS x x x x

Surficial  MSDIS x x x x

Top Rock Elevation  MSDIS x x x x

Hazardous Waste Generators  MSDIS x x x x

Hazardous Waste Program ‐ Permits updated 

06/2009  MSDIS
x x x x

Incident Responses from the Missouri 

Environmental Emergency Response Tracking 

System (MEERTS)  MSDIS

x x x x

Industrial Mineral Mines  MSDIS x x x x

Landfills  MSDIS x x x x

Metallic Mineral Waste Management Area 

Polygons  MSDIS
x x x x

Missouri Emissions Inventory System (MoEIS) 

Database  MSDIS
x x x x

Missouri National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) Storm Water Facilities Covered 

Under a Master General Permit updated 08/2009  MSDIS

x x x x

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) Outfalls updated 06/2009  MSDIS
x x x x

Nature Conservency of Missouri ‐ Preserve 

Boundaries  MSDIS
x x x x

Soils  MSDIS x x x x

Solid Waste Transfer Stations  MSDIS x x x x

Solid Waste Management MSDIS x x x x

Special Well Drilling Areas  MSDIS x x x x

Superfund Sites new 06/2009  MSDIS x x x x

Underground Storage Tank Data  MSDIS x x x x

Natural Resources ‐ Land Cover MSDIS x x x x

Forest Cover 1984  MSDIS x x x x

Historic Hydrography  MSDIS x x x x

Historic Land Cover  MSDIS x x x x

Historic Prairie  MSDIS x x x x

Historic Prairie (W.A. Schroeder)  MSDIS x x x x

Historic Tree Associations  MSDIS x x x x

Historic Tree Species  MSDIS x x x x

Historic Wet Lands  MSDIS x x x x

Land Cover  MSDIS x x x x

1976 Land Cover  MSDIS x x x x

1993 Land Cover ‐ 16 class  MSDIS x x x x

2005 Land Cover ‐ 16 class  MSDIS x x x x

Watershed Boundary Delineations (Hydrologic Unit ‐ 

HUC8 and HUC12) Data. MSDIS
x x x x x

Aquatic Ecological Systems  MSDIS x x x x

Ecological Drainage Units  MSDIS x x x x x

Groundwater  MSDIS x x x x

Water Resources Center (WRC) observation well 

network  MSDIS
x x x x

Lakes & Ponds  MSDIS x x x x

ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIAL ECON.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIAL ECON.

Major Water Users  MSDIS x x x x

Missouri Dams  MSDIS x x x x

Missouri Impaired Waters  MSDIS x x x x x

Complete Listing of Missouri Lakes Assessed as 

Impaired from the 2008 Missouri 305(b) Water 

Quality Report new 08/2009  MSDIS

x x x x x

Complete Listing of Missouri Rivers and Streams 

Assessed as Impaired from the 2008 Missouri 

305(b) Water Quality Report new 08/2009  MSDIS

x x x x x

Missouri's 2006 Section 303(d) List ‐ Lakes updated 

08/2009  (in violation of EPA standards) MSDIS

x x x x x

Missouri 's 2006 Section 303(d) List ‐ Rivers and 

Streams updated 08/2009  MSDIS
x x x x x

Missouri Water Quality Standards ‐ Table G Lakes 

Classifications and Use Designations  MSDIS
x x x x x

Missouri Water Quality Standards ‐ Table H Stream 

Classifications and Use Designations  MSDIS
x x x x x

Outstanding State Resource Waters MO Code of 

State Regulations, 10 CSR 20‐7.031, Table E.  MSDIS
x x x x

Outstanding National Resource Waters  MSDIS x x x x

Rivers & streams  MSDIS x x x x

Marshes  MSDIS x x x x

Public Water Supplies  MSDIS x x x x

Intakes  MSDIS x x x x

Locations of Public Drinking Water Wells  MSDIS x x x x

Water Supply Districts updated 06/2009  MSDIS x x x x

Wells 20‐Year Estimated Groundwater Distance  MSDIS
x x x x

SALT project (agricultural non‐point pollution) MSDIS x x x x x

Springs  MSDIS x x x x x

Stream Gages  MSDIS x x x x x

Perennial Streams  MSDIS x x x x x

Losing Streams  MSDIS x x x x x

Stream Team Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring 

Sites new 06/2009  MSDIS
x x x x x

Total Dissolved Solids in Consolidated and 

Unconsolidated Aquifers  MSDIS
x x x x x

Flood Maps FEMA x x x x

Impervious surfaces MSD x x x

Waterway flow volume/capacity

Americorps/MO 

Stream Team
x x x x

Air Emissions Data EPA x x x x x x x x x

National Priority List (NPL) Data EPA x x x x x x x x x

Permit Compliance System (PCS) Data EPA x x x x x x x x x

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

Data EPA
x x x x x x x x x

Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) Data EPA x x x x x x x x x

Waters Program Data EPA x x x x x x x x

Regional Open Space EWGCOG x x x x x x x

EPA Brownfield Voluntary Cleanup Program sites MODNR / IEPA
x x x x x x x

Asthma cases SLU Public Health
x x x x x

Lead poisioning cases SLU Public Health
x x x x

Something from MOBOT? MOBOT x x x

CO2 emissions per square mile/per capita

Center for Nbhd 

Tech
x x x x x x x x x

Walkable neighborhoods SLU OCSR/RHCDA
x x x x x x x x x x

Metrobus/MetroLink/Park n ride Metro x x x x x x x

Community garden database SLU Allied Health
x x x x x x x x x x

Farms, farmer's markets, urban farms GRG/Ryan x x x x x x x x x x x x

Full‐service grocery stores Business Points x x x x x x x

Churches County Assessors
x x x x x x x
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ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIAL ECON.

Schools

County 

Assessors/Navtec

h

x x x x x x x x

Neighborhood groups GRG/Ryan x x x x x x x x x

Childcare Business Points x x x x x

Healthcare/Hospitals

Business 

Points/Navtech
x x x x x

Business/Community Improvement Districts County Assessors
x x x x x x x x

Parks County Level x x x x x x x x x x x x

Museums

County 

Assessors/Navtec

h

x x x

Theaters

Business 

Points/Navtech
x x x x x x x

Govt Offices (post offices, municipal buildings, 

courts, etc) Navtech
x x x x x x x x

Banks FDIC/Navtech x x x x x x

Restaurants

Business 

Points/Navtech
x x x x x x

Mortgages made and denied HMDA x x x x x x x x x

Home values/sales

MLS/County 

Assessors
x x x x x x

Jobs by establishment Business Points x x x x x

Jobs/establishments by ZIP Economic Census
x x x x x x x

Demographics (pop, race, age, income, 

employment, housing, education, etc) Claritas/Census
x x x x x x x x x

Housing age, vacancy, tenure, quality indicators County Assessors
x x x x x x x

Roads/highways/railroads

Census/Navtech/E

SRI
x x x x x x x x

Bike trails GRG x x x x x x x x

Universities/colleges

County 

Assessors/Navtec

h

x x x x x x

Foreclosures SLU x x x x x x x x

Shopping centers/corridors

Business 

Points/Navtech/C

ounty Assessors

x x x x

Sidewalks County pub srvc x x x x x x x x x

Voting by district MO SOS x x x x x

Employed population by mode of travel/travel time 

to work Claritas/Census
x x x x x x x x x

Bike trails Ridefinders x x x x x

Bike trails MEPRD x x

Bike Trails St. Louis County x x

Bike routes GRG x x x

Bike routes St. Louis County x x

Orthoimagery MSD x x x x x x

Contours MSD x x x x

parcel

County 

Governments
x x x x x x x x x x

NAIP Orthoimagery MSDIS x x x x x x x

Greenways GRG x x x x x

MDC Trails MDC x x x

Parks Navtech x x x x x x x x x

Parks MDC x x x x x x x x

Migratory Bird IBA Audubon x x

Rivers & streams  St. Louis County x x x x x x

Rivers & streams  St. Chas County x x x x x x
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C3. Greenway Profiles

The River Ring is Great Riv-
ers Greenway’s network of 
interconnected greenways 
parks and trails.  As its name 
suggests, the greenways of the 
River Ring typically follow 
the major rivers and streams 
throughout St. Louis, celebrat-

ing the region’s greatest natural 
resource: water.  Providing 
neighborhood access and 
extending the benefits of the 
River Ring to as many resi-
dents as possible, urban green-
ways and an extensive network 
of on-street bicycle routes.

SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS

Planned to cover 600 miles 
and incorporate more than 45 
greenways, the River Ring 
is gaining national attention 
for regional cooperation and 
innovative implementation.  

Great Rivers Greenway is col-
laborating with the Metro-East 
Park and Recreation District 
(MEPRD) in St. Clair and 
Madison Counties, IL to create 
a bi-state greenway network 
in a nationally unique partner-
ship.
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BUILDING THE RIVER RING

The concept for a bi-state 
network of greenway and trails 
emerged in the late 1990s 
through St. Louis 2004 vision-
ing sessions.  Proposition C, 
the Clean Water, Safe Parks & 
Community Trails Initiative in-
cluded a conceptual plan for a 
12-county greenway network.  
Voters in three Missouri coun-
ties and two in Illinois passed 
the referendum in November, 
2000 to create the Great Rivers 

Greenway District (officially 
the Metropolitan Park and 
Recreation District) and the 
Metro-East Park and Recre-
ation District, respectively.

Great Rivers Greenway’s first 
decade prioritized building 
the River Ring with fewer 
resources dedicated to promot-
ing or sustaining the system.  
As a young District, it was 
considered very important 
to make substantial progress 
on implementing the physi-

cal components of the River 
Ring.  This directive came as 
a result of the 2003 Citizen-
Driven Regional Plan, the title 
of which, Building the River 
Ring, reinforces the emphasis 
on capital projects.  

The Regional Plan presented 
the community’s vision for 
the District and established a 
framework to accomplish an 
ambitious set of goals, follow-
ing strategies meant to guide 
implementation of the River 

Ring over several decades.  
With the expectation that the 
Regional Plan would need to 
respond to the changing face 
of the region—and recognizing 
the possibility of more counties 
joining the Great Rivers Gre-
enway District—the Plan must 
be reviewed and updated every 
five years.  This Regional Gre-
enway Plan Update is the first 
revision to the Citizen-Driven 
Regional Plan
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BUILDING THE RIVER RING

The concept for a bi-state 
network of greenway and trails 
emerged in the late 1990s 
through St. Louis 2004 vision-
ing sessions.  Proposition C, 
the Clean Water, Safe Parks & 
Community Trails Initiative in-
cluded a conceptual plan for a 
12-county greenway network.  
Voters in three Missouri coun-
ties and two in Illinois passed 
the referendum in November, 
2000 to create the Great Rivers 

Greenway District (officially 
the Metropolitan Park and 
Recreation District) and the 
Metro-East Park and Recre-
ation District, respectively.

Great Rivers Greenway’s first 
decade prioritized building 
the River Ring with fewer 
resources dedicated to promot-
ing or sustaining the system.  
As a young District, it was 
considered very important 
to make substantial progress 
on implementing the physi-

cal components of the River 
Ring.  This directive came as 
a result of the 2003 Citizen-
Driven Regional Plan, the title 
of which, Building the River 
Ring, reinforces the emphasis 
on capital projects.  

The Regional Plan presented 
the community’s vision for 
the District and established a 
framework to accomplish an 
ambitious set of goals, follow-
ing strategies meant to guide 
implementation of the River 

Ring over several decades.  
With the expectation that the 
Regional Plan would need to 
respond to the changing face 
of the region—and recognizing 
the possibility of more counties 
joining the Great Rivers Gre-
enway District—the Plan must 
be reviewed and updated every 
five years.  This Regional Gre-
enway Plan Update is the first 
revision to the Citizen-Driven 
Regional Plan
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GRG Regional Plan Update
State of the River Ring Inventory
22 July, 2011
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Sample:

Greenway 
Profile 
Scorecard

One sample for charting prog-
ress, Great Rivers Greenway 
can prepare standard set of sta-
tistics and/or rating checklist to 
quickly compare progress that 
has been made from greenway 
to greenway.  A checklist such 
as this is not intended to house 
large quantities of data or proj-
ect details.  Rather, it can be 
used as a snapshot to demon-
strate benchmark achievements 
toward building, promoting 
and sustaining various green-
ways in the River Ring.

The following individual 
greenway profile pages are 
templates for Great Rivers 
Greenway to use for creat-
ing consistent summaries of 
accomplishments and prog-
ress.  This material should 
be organized to easily update 
web page profiles, greenway 
maps and annual reports and 
budgets.
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Building Boschert 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Boschert 
Greenway by... 

Boschert 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Boschert 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Boschert 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Boschert 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Boschert 
Greenway by... 
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Building Busch Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Busch 
Greenway by... 

Busch Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Busch 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Busch 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Busch 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Busch 
Greenway by... 
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Building Centennial 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Centennial 
Greenway by... 

Centennial 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Centennial 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Centennial 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Centennial 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Centennial 
Greenway by... 
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Building Chouteau 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Chouteau 
Greenway by... 

Chouteau 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Chouteau 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Chouteau 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Chouteau 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Chouteau 
Greenway by... 
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Building Confluence 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Confluence 
Greenway by... 

Confluence 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Confluence 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Confluence 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Confluence 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Confluence 
Greenway by... 
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Building Dardenne 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Dardenne 
Greenway by... 

Dardenne 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Dardenne 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Dardenne 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Dardenne 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Dardenne 
Greenway by... 
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Building Deer Creek 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Deer Creek 
Greenway by... 

Deer Creek 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Deer Creek 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Deer Creek 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Deer Creek 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Deer Creek 
Greenway by... 
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Building Gravois 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Gravois 
Greenway by... 

Gravois 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Gravois 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Gravois 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Gravois 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Gravois 
Greenway by... 
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Building Maline 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Maline 
Greenway by... 

Maline 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Maline 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Maline 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Maline 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Maline 
Greenway by... 
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Building Meramec 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Meramec 
Greenway by... 

Meramec 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Meramec 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Meramec 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Meramec 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Meramec 
Greenway by... 
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Building Mississippi River 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Mississippi 
River Greenway by... 

Mississippi River 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Mississippi 
River Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Mississippi 
River Greenway by... 

Sustaining Mississippi 
River Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Mississippi 
River Greenway by... 
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Building Missouri River 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Missouri 
River Greenway by... 

Missouri River 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Missouri River 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Missouri 
River Greenway by... 

Sustaining Missouri River 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Missouri 
River Greenway by... 
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Building River des Peres 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building River des 
Peres Greenway by... 

River des Peres 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting River des 
Peres Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building River des 
Peres Greenway by... 

Sustaining River des Peres 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building River des 
Peres Greenway by... 
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Building Shady Creek 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Shady 
Creek Greenway by... 

Shady Creek 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Shady Creek 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Shady 
Creek Greenway by... 

Sustaining Shady Creek 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Shady 
Creek Greenway by... 
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Building St. Vincent 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building St. Vincent 
Greenway by... 

St. Vincent 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting St. Vincent 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building St. Vincent 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining St. Vincent 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building St. Vincent 
Greenway by... 
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Building Sunset Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Sunset 
Greenway by... 

Sunset Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Sunset 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Sunset 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Sunset 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Sunset 
Greenway by... 
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Building Western 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Western 
Greenway by... 

Western 
Greenway

Greenway Goals:

Greenway Partners:

Features Planned:

Features Completed:

Next Steps:

Promoting Western 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Western 
Greenway by... 

Sustaining Western 
Greenway

The Great Rivers Greenway 
District is building Western 
Greenway by... 
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C4. Catalogue of Built Precedents

Great Rivers Greenway 
is clarifying its marketing 
strategy and “brand” message 
as an outcome of the Regional 
Plan Update process.  While 
this may be manifest primarily 
in written, digital, graphic and 
verbal formats, the District 
also has an opportunity to 
communicate a consistent 
message in the greenway 
facilities themselves, through 
environmental graphics, 
materials, design styles and 
amenities.

Municipalities commonly 
engage in similar exterior 
branding exercises in order 
to communicate consistent 
messages of ownership, 
quality, identity and 
wayfinding.  

However, there are also 
important, practical issues 
associated with consistency.  
Operations and maintenance 
are more efficient and cost-
effective when there is a 
common palette of fixtures, 
replacement part, paint and 
signs--not to mention the 

common understanding by 
maintenance staff who have 
the responsibility to make 
repairs across large expanses 
of greenway corridors.

The following catalogue of 
materials was assembled by 
Great Rivers Greenway interns 
to document the consistency 
(or inconsistency) of designs in 
built facilities.  This should be 
the basis for a more formally 
prepared manual of design 
guidelines and development 
standards.
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